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Please read the following guidance in full. 

	Theme Overview – What is The Pollinators Patch Challenge about?
	Lesson Delivery Guidance 

	This resource covers how: 

· To understand what pollination is.
· To understand why pollination is important.
· To understand what a pollinator is and what they do.
· To understand that humans can help nature to thrive.
· To understand why a wide range of plants and flowers is important for attracting pollinators.
· To know why the colour, shape and smell of flowers are important to pollinators.
· To understand how we can use colour in our outdoor spaces to attract pollinators.
· To understand how we can use other items to attract pollinators.
· To know how to design an outside space to attract pollinators. 
· To know how else to attract pollinators into the world we live in.
· To promote that children should always tell an adult they know they can trust if they are worried or scared.
Please look through the resources for yourself before using them with your children.
	Lesson Overview
This lesson will allow pupils to complete their pollinators patch designs and learn more about the use of colour in outdoor spaces. 
They will also look at how doing very little, or absolutely nothing, can also help nature. 
Lesson Length

Each activity listed below, has suggested timings for it, to act as a guide. However, session times will depend on the needs of your class, so please take the time that is required to meet their needs.

Creating a Safe Learning Environment

Please refer to the ‘Guidance on delivering Dog, Duck and Cat Trust (DDCT) educational resources’ document available on our web site.
We would suggest using this resource, as part of your planned curriculum, with:

· Year 2

· Year 3
· Year 4
As you know your children best, you can use this resource with pupils in classes up to year 6, but this is a judgement call for you to make.   


	Resources required 
	Lesson aims/objectives 

	Retained from the previous lesson: 

· Directory of flowers and extra’s.

· Pollinators patch blank activity sheet.

· Pollinators patch activity sheet. 

· Pollinators patch cut out sheet.  
New for this lesson:

· A1 – Pollination Word Search – if needed.

· A2 – Pollination Word Search with answers – if needed. 

· Why is colour important video presentation.

· Advertising using what we have activity sheet. 
· What we can all do video presentation.

· My ideas sheet.


	· To know why the colour, shape and smell of flowers are important to pollinators.
· To understand how we can use colour in our outdoor spaces to attract pollinators.
· To understand how we can use other items to attract pollinators.
· To know how to design an outside space to attract pollinators. 
· To know how else to attract pollinators into the world we live in.

	Learning outcomes 
	Key words, phrases, vocabulary and new terminology explained  

	· I know how to design an outside space to attract pollinators.
· I know how important colour is in the world we live in. 
· I know how else to attract pollinators into the world I live in.

	Below are some key words which are used within this lesson – you may wish to add more words to these depending upon the needs of your pupils.  These may be familiar to some pupils but new to others so please use these definitions as a basis for explanation if required.  

If you have time, you may wish to allow pupils to come up with their own ‘child friendly’ definitions of these or other relevant words from the lesson – these could be used in displays or for reference throughout the lessons.
· Pollination – when pollen is moved within flowers or carried from flower to flower by pollinating animals and insects.
· Pollinator – an insect or animal that pollinates plants.
· Pollen – a fine powder produced by flowering plants to help them reproduce.


Starter Activity – Teacher led with class participation
	Activity
	Activity Description
	Resources required

	20 – 25 minutes

Completing your Pollinators Patch 
	Run through the learning outcomes for the lesson.
· I know how to design an outside space to attract pollinators.
· I know how else to attract pollinators into the world I live in.
The focus of this lesson will be on completing the designs for each pupils’ pollinators patch. 

We will then look at the importance of colour, the wider use of colour in our gardens and outdoor spaces, and how doing very little, if nothing at all, can also help nature. 

Work with the children to create some age-appropriate ground rules as a class, examples are available in Guidance on delivering DDCT educational resources. Ensure that pupils are clear why they are needed and are so important.
Explain to the class:
We will now complete the designs for our Pollinators Patch’s, please use the design sheets you started in the last lesson to complete this.
Ensure each pupil has their own design sheet and has access to coloured crayons/pencil/art materials if they are using the Pollinators patch blank activity sheet or glue if they are designing their patch using the Pollinators patch activity sheet and Pollinators patch cut out sheet. 

Explain to the class:
When you have completed your design there is one last thing that I would like you all to do. 

Underneath your list of 12 flowers and extra’s there is a space for you to write why you have designed your patch the way you have.

I would like you to write down and explain why your patch looks the way it does. For your explanation: 
· It could be as simple as you just like the way it looks.

· It could be very technical and explain the thought has gone into its design.

· Any reason is ok, but you do need to give a reason.
· It doesn’t matter why you have designed it the way you have, we would just like to know what inspired you.

These answers should be recorded on their chosen Pollinators Patch design sheet, and once that is done then their design sheet is completed and can then be submitted for the competition.
Explain to the class:
We have now designed our Pollinators Patch, using a wide variety of flowers and extra’s, using different colours, smells and shapes.

We will now enter them/some of them into a competition to have that Patch created. 

All entries should be scanned and emailed to –  info@dogduckandcat.co.uk 
On your email please include you name, role in school and an email address to contact you on please in the event of you being a lucky winner. 
Teacher note:

Some pupils may finish their designs ahead of the time allowed for this activity.

If that occurs, they can complete the A1 – Pollination Word Search whilst waiting for their classmates to complete their designs. The answers are provided for you on the A2 – Pollination Word Search with answers sheet. Both resources are available in the resources folder for this lesson. 
Now move on to the next activity. 
	Retained from the previous lesson:

Pollinators patch blank activity sheet

Pollinators patch activity sheet
Pollinators patch cut out sheet 


Activity 1 – Teacher led with class participation
	Activity
	Activity Description  
	Resources required

	10 – 15 minutes
Advertising using what we have
	Explain to the class:

Is there more we can do to attract pollinators into our gardens, the simple answer is yes!

We are now going to watch a video presentation on the importance of colour in the garden. 
Please now play the Why is colour important video presentation. 
So, we can now see why colour is so important. 
With that in mind we are going to look at some objects we may already have in our gardens and look at how we can alter them to make them much more useful in attracting pollinators. 
The 4 objects we are going to focus on are:

1. Fence

2. Shed

3. Table and chairs

4. Planter 

Now give each pupil a copy of the Advertising using what we already have activity sheet for them to use. They should be completed individually but discussion between the pupils is encouraged so they can share ideas. 

We now want them to colour the objects, so they become more attractive to pollinators. 
Remember:
· Bees prefer the colours purple, blue, orange, or yellow.
· Butterflies and Moths favour white, pink, red, yellow, or purple.
Based on this please ask the pupils to consider:

· The colours they choose – who do they want to attract?
· The range of different colours on the objects – don’t just use one colour, make as much impact as possible!
· The design - consider stripes, spots etc to make the designs unique. 
These sheets should be retained by the pupils and taken home in case they may want to encourage those they live with to make changes at home. 
Now move on to the next activity. 
	Why is colour important video presentation 

Advertising using what we already have activity sheet



Activity 2 – Teacher led/whole class with participation  
	Activity
	Activity Description
	Resources required

	15 – 20 minutes
The Wrap Up – We can’t all win the Pollinators Patch Challenge, but there are things we can all do
	Explain to the class:

Sadly, we can’t all win the Pollinators Patch Challenge, be we can all help nature and the process of pollination. 

Let’s have a look now at all how we can all help, in some cases, by doing nothing at all. 
Please now play the What we can all do video presentation for the pupils to watch. 

It will cover:
· Ready-made Pollinators Seed boxes - a handy shortcut and great way to get a variety of seeds to plant to grow flowers that will attract pollinators.
· Flower bombs – a great way to get the seeds for pollinators on to the ground.  

· No Mow May – do nothing and let the dandelions and daises grow, pollinators LOVE them, and you have to do zero to get them grow apart from leave your lawn alone!
· Let the weeds grow and flower - same as No Mow May, do nothing and still help!
· Pollinators Pots – if you can’t sort a garden or patch, what about growing some pollinator flowers in a pot or window box? 
Explain to the class:

As you can see there are quite a few things we can do to help nature. At this time, we need to help nature, it’s looked after us humans since we’ve been around, so it’s time to repay that and get involved!
And did you know that spending outside, enjoying nature, is really good for us humans too. 
So, by helping the pollinators and the process of pollination we spend more time outside, and that is good for us too, so double win!  
Please now give each pupil a copy of the My ideas sheet. 
Ask the class: 
Using the information from the video I want you to draw, write or somehow come up with a way to tell someone about a good idea they can follow to help nature themselves. 
Some examples are:

· Make pollinators pot for a loved one at Xmas – good for them and the pollinators too!
· Don’t mow the lawn till at least summer half term holiday – let nature do its thing and you get to have a rest as well!
· Let’s flowering weeds grow – saves you having to bother about them and pollinators LOVE them! 
These are some ideas but come up with your own too!
Pupils should then use the remainder of the lesson to work on their ideas recording what they do on their own My ideas sheet. 

All resources generated could be used for a class/school display to show the work the pupils have created. 
This concludes this lesson.

Teacher note:

There are LOTS of sources of information on this topic online, here are some useful links for you:

· Who are pollinators? - https://earthwatch.org.uk/blog/the-different-types-of-pollinators-and-why-we-need-them/ 
· How to attract - https://www.yankodesign.com/2024/10/04/pollinators-paradise-how-to-attract-bees-and-butterflies-to-your-garden/ 
· RHS Plants for pollinators - https://www.rhs.org.uk/science/research/plants-for-pollinators
Prepared flower mix - https://www.bostonseeds.com/products/bsbp-100-bees-and-butterfly-wildflower-seeds.html 
	What we can all do video presentation 

My ideas sheet  


Mapping to statutory Relationships Education and Health Education (physical health & mental wellbeing) requirements

Since September 2020, primary schools in England are legally required to deliver statutory Relationships and Health Education (RHE) curriculum content. To support schools in achieving, and exceeding, these statutory requirements, we have mapped each session and highlighted below which specific RHE theme and outcome is contributed to in each session.

This will allow schools to be confident that they are addressing both statutory requirements and the needs of their pupils by using the DDCT Educational resources as part of their Personal, Social, Health & Economic (PSHE) related provision in school.

Relevant Relationships Education requirements
· N/A
Relevant Health Education (physical health & mental wellbeing) requirements 

Mental Wellbeing  

· the benefits of physical exercise, time outdoors, community participation, voluntary and service-based activity on mental wellbeing and happiness 
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